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1 Introduct ion 
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1.1 Vision and Background Thought 
In Hong Kong, as a modern city, urban sprawling is 
happening along with the population and economic growth. 
The Government and developers look for new land resources 
by reclamation and changing the land use of the rural area 
for new city development. On the other hand, they pull down 
a large number of buildings at the old urban district to get a 
new piece of land for building development. However, this 
kind of massive demolition process not only pulls down 
the buildings, but also destroys the existing urban fabric 
as well as various valuable and priceless quality and 
context of the old urban district like the existing sense of 
community and neighbourhood. All of these cannot be 
occurred within a short period of time. They are built by 
accumulating various experience of the local people and the 
distinctive historical and cultural background of such place. 
In fact, many old urban districts are facing a problem of 
internal deterioration as they cannot keep pace with 
modern city development. People pay little attention on 
such districts and communities. Most of the places lack 
public facilities and leisure space that cannot fulfill the needs 
from the local residents. This is always a push factor to make 
the local residents moving out from their original homes. In 
such case, the local community and neighbourhood will be 
gradually destructed. 
In order to preserve such valuable ingredients of an old 
urban community from massive demolition and internal 
deterioration, the most important thing to do is to 
revitalize such old community instead of rebuilding or 
renewing the district This is because after removing the 
existing buildings and social network, it is impossible to 
rebuild a similar one at the same place. The memorial 
cultural background of such place will be lost as well. 
Therefore, we should pay more attention on such place to 
enhance the living environment and quality of the residents. 
Besides, we should try our best to make the community keep 




1.2 Thesis Object ives 
Understanding the Community 
Before starting the design for the community, thorough 
research and analysis help to understanding the community 
as well as the people living there. This reveals the characters 
of the community and the daily life of the local people. 
Designing for the Community 
A successful design is a design for the end users. Fulfilling 
the needs and wishes from the community and improving 
their living environment are the major targets in the design. 
Revitalizing the Community 
Revitalizing the community is an economy approach to avoid 
removing the old urban community context and disturbing 
the existing residents from massive demolition. Bringing new 
life to the existing community by providing appropriate and 
sufficient leisure facilities and communal space for the local 
people is one way to achieve this. This enhancement on such 
compact urban fabric is a great challenge but crucial. 
Sustaining the Community 
Improving the living environment of the old urban community 
in a conservative manner can help to preserve the 
characteristics and memorial context of the community. 
Besides, it also encourage the local residents to stay inside 
the community and preserve the social network and the 
neighbourhood. This can foster the sense of belonging and 
distinctive sense of place. In long term, community cohesion 
will be gradually built up and sustain to the future. 
Comimmi ty is not a p lace, but it is a p l a c e - o r i e n t a t e d p r o c e s s . It ic 
not the sum of social r e l a t i o n s h i p s in a p o p u l a t i o n but it c o n t r i b u t e 。 
to the wholeness of local social l i f e . A community is a process of 
i n t e r - r e l a t e d actions through which res id en ts e x p r e s s their sh are cl 
i n t e r e s t in the local s o c i e t y . ( W i l k e n s o n . K. P.. 1989} 
Communi ty deve lopment is the purposefu l l o c a l i t y - b a s e d attempt of 
people either f r o m i n s i d e or outside an area to i n i t i a t e some action 
to i m p r o v e their local e n v i r o n m e n t , a s s o c i a t i o n s , services and other 
a t t r i b u t e s in their area. (W.K.D.Davies & D . T . H e r b e r t , 1993} 
Commun i t ies are not ident i f ied only by measurab le ob ject ive 
indicators, they are s o c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d , c r e a t i o n s of mind and 
e x p e r i e n c e s which p r o v i d e their i n h a b i t a n t s with d i s t i n c t i v e senses 
of place. (W.K.D.Davies & D . T . H e r b e r t . 1993} 
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In the past, these old urban districts played a major 
commercial and residential role of our city. People lived, 
worked and experienced their living there. A strong and 
harmonious neighbourhood relat ionship was formed 
because of the mutually supportive network against 
difficulties. Besides, the similar attitudes of residents that 
linked to common values, behaviours and purposes tied 
people up and created a strong cohesion at that time, which 
also being inher i ted nowadays. This type of old 
neighbourhood and memorial context are valuable and 
unique features of every old urban district. They cannot be 
formed within a short period of time. Sweeping them in 
massive urban renewal means the last remaining part of our 
city will be lost. Therefore, preservation and revitalization of 
traditional neighbourhood are important issues that should 
be taken into account. Town planning is not mere place-
planning， nor even work-planning. If it is to be successful it 
must be folk-planning.' (Patrick Geddes) 
1.3 Archi tectura l Crit icism : Old Neighbourhood and Urban Renewal 
Urban sprawling is happening continuously with population 
and economic growth in many modern cities like Hong Kong. 
Seeking new land resource and renewing old urban district 
for housing development are two effective ways to moderate 
the overcrowding problem. However, these two approaches 
have fundamental difference. The former one introduces new 
buildings, open space, community facilities and utilities to a 
completely new area whilst the latter one deals with the 
existing neighbourhood and urban fabric. Most of the old 
urban districts are still providing homes for the people and 
therefore, the latter approach is more people- oriented and 
demands much more sensitive and cautious ways to achieve. 
Unconscious massive clearance during renewal process 
should be avoided because this will totally destruct the social 
bonds within the neighbourhood and the cultural heritage of 
the local community. 
Limitation of land in Hong Kong results in the growing up of 
high-rise residential and commercial buildings after the 
removal of existing fabric and neighbourhood. 
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Massive clearance destructs the existing old urban fabric 
and the distinctive neighbourhood life. Original 
neighbourhood character is destroyed and is not possible to 
rebuild or relocate. 
Old and historical buildings are renovated and recycled for 
another use. Its role is changed but its value is rediscovered. 
Pedestrianization, traffic and open space layouts are 
carefully done such that massive demolition is avoided and 
influence to the community is reduced to minimum. Johnston 
Road, Wanchai. 
Different neighbourhood in different place is unique such that 
it is not possible to rebuild, replace or relocate a 
neighbourhood after destroying the existing one. It is a 
distinct territorial group, distinct by virtue of the specific 
physical characteristics of the area and the specific social 
characteristics of the inhabitants. (Ruth Glass) Its nature is 
more site-specific and locality-based. Different ethnic, 
historic or cultural characteristics of the people as well as 
physical features of the place can generate a unique 
neighbourhood character. People interpret or construct their 
living characters and as a result of their own feelings and 
meanings to that particular place. This forms a psychological 
unity among people and creates a sense of place and a 
sense of belonging. Moreover, the cohesive force also leads 
to a certain self-identity of the district. These kinds of 
cognitive and affective domains of the people to the place are 
the major elements to form a neighbourhood's distinctive 
character. 
Neighbourhood character can also be expressed through the 
people's daily activit ies, behaviours and interactions 
between both place and their neighbours. Neighbouring and 
sense of community are the two common features of 
neighbourhood character. The former one is the social 
interaction in conversation, visiting, and in the provision of 
social support to friends and neighbours. While the latter one 
associated with variables of identification or attachment, 
shared emotional connection, degree of mutual participation 
and pressure to conform. (Davies and Herbert) All these 
formal or informal interactions take place at various 
communal space within the community. The quality of this 
space delineates the neighbourhood character and therefore, 
destruction of this physical feature of the district, once again, 
will remove the original character. By taking the upper Sai 
Ying Pun district in Hong Kong as an example, terraces, 
stairs and back lanes in between building blocks are some 
physical features due to the sloped topography of the site. 
The space in back lanes and terraces create private zone 
within tenement clusters, which are also the major communal 
space for the local residents. They are small, scattered 
around and easy accessed. The ground floor home and low-
rise tenement residents enjoy extending their activities onto 
these spaces. They chat, gather, take rest, have meals and 
enjoy their leisure time or even doing daily routines in these 
spaces. This type of communal space encourages distinctive 
neighbourhood activities and social interaction of the district. 
Once when we remove the existing fabric and replace with 
high-rise towers or even a well-decorated garden, the 
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In conclusion, massive clearance during urban renewal 
process will lead to destruction of physical features of that 
place and relocation of those existing old neighbours. The 
traditional neighbourhoods or communities will be destroyed. 
It is not possible to rebuild, as they all are valuable and 
unique. They are the tangible evidence of our city's history 
and therefore, we must treat them in a careful sense to 
minimize the disturbance to the neighbourhood. A method of 
conservative surgery can be applied to prevent massive 
demolition and re-housing of existing residents. Detail 
survey and study on the existing context will be carried out 
thoroughly before removal. The main aim is to improve the 
situation by turning its very difficulties into opportunities, 
results thus obtained are both more economical and more 
interesting, even aesthetically, than those that are achieved 
by clearing the board and re-setting all the pieces. (Patrick 
Geddes) In order to improve the environment and living 
quality with minimal influences, every strategy should be 
done carefully and effectively such as introducing comfort 
and convenient circulation network or providing sufficient 
and delightful communal space for the neighbourhood. The 
process is relatively complicated when comparing with new 
comprehensive development. However, the achievement is 
significant because it rediscovers the value of the old 
community against change. Also, it revitalizes the old district 
and encourages people to stay or even move in. It cultivates 
the old community and preserves the old neighbourhood that 
makes it sustainable in the future. 
Proposed new streets 
Survey and Analysis 
Conservative Surgery 
Example of Conservative Surgery In India. 
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2.1 Thesis Methodo logy 
Site Selection -
The thesis is a site specific topic and therefore the first step 
of the thesis is site selection. 
Research Paper-
After choosing the proper site and community, the research 
and analysis will be carried out. Basically, the research 
paper is divided into four studied aspects which are: 
1. Historic and Cultural Background 
2. Physical Characteristics 
3. Behavioural Mappings 
4. Human Activities 
It helps to give a better understanding of the community and 
the people living there. This is also a good and thorough 
reference information for the design stage of the thesis. 
The material of the research paper is collected from three 
sources: 
1. Stories of the community, information of the current 
building and site condition as well as future policies are 
collected from library and various government departments 
like, Buildings Department, Urban Renewal Authority, Lands 
Department and etc. This gives a background study of the 
site. 
2. Documentation and observation during site visits reveal 
the real situation and daily life of the community. 
3. In terv iews with local res idents and communi ty 
organization are also the source to gather some points of 
view from the community in order to understand the needs 
and wishes from the local residents. 
4. Library research gives a better understanding on the 
topics of urban revitalization, community and neighbourhood. 
I 
Precedent Studies -
Case studies include local and foreign examples of the 
related topics are chosen as references. Three projects are 
selected as detail precedent studies: 
1 Early urban renewal in Manhattan, New York 
2BykerWal l , Newcastle 
3 Temple Bar, Dublin 
Preliminary Design Strategies -
Several preliminary design strategies are drawn based on 
the research paper to refine the thesis scope and define the 
design part of the thesis. 
Design Process -
Further development from the preliminary design strategies 
define the scope of design stage of the thesis. In general, the 
design process is divided into three different scales: 
1 Plane-A comprehensive planning of the site 
2 Line - Astreet rehabilitation for the community 
3 Po in t -Anew building as the heart of the community 
2.2 Time Schedule 
First Semester (September 2002 - December 2002) 
September 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
October 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 , 
November 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
December 
Wk 1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
Topic Discussion & Site Selection 
Precedent Study & Library Research 










First Semester Final Review 
Second Semester (January 2003-April 2003) 
January 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
Feburary 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
March 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
April 
Wk1 Wk2 Wk3 Wk4 
Topic Discussion & Site Selection 
Precedent Study & Library Research 




Site Investigation & Documentation 
Design Process 
Final Design 
-- - � _ .-
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16/1/2003 Confirmation of Preliminary Design Programme 
19/2/2003 February Interim Review 
19/3/2003 March Interim Review 
2/4/2003 Finalizing Design 
26/4/2003 Final Presentation 








































The project is a successful and comprehensive urban 
renewal project in New York. lt gives a detail procedure 
and some points to note during renewing an old urban 
district from a physical points of view. lt is a good 
reference for the later renewal projects in many cities. 
3.1 Early Urban Renewal in Manhattan , New York 
The Renewal Procedure 
-A detailed survey of the area's 
housing and population 
-An analysis of the real estate and 
mortgage market 
-An examination of existing 
community organizations and 
community needs 
-A study of the structural and design 
possibilities. 
-Defining goals and concepts . 
-Establishing physical plans and 
phases for renewal. 
~~~ ~ 
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The Research Study 
Characteristics of the study area 
~~1{~:&i~:~~~~\;·?:~~~-,~~~-~~~-??:~~,s~\~::~~::0·~:.;:rf,,:;;[:f.}f::lz:~~:~:~y:};;':.E<:;::?~~t,)w\:.:'t±'f::·r:~l'?z~~rs~:.:~;:~X:r8~'-;~~?~'t7~:;:-t ~:. -· TISF?) r,~~ 
Residential area . 
Enhanced by the City's major business, 
entertainment and cultural centers. 
A mixed housing stock: New York City' s 
private houses 'Brownstone' brownstone 
(Pre-War) and new and tall apartment houses 
(Post-War) . 
Fine institutions of learning, culture, religion , ·-
community facilities , services. 
Active citizen's organizations and high 
degree of civic mindedness. 
History 
-The mass construction of single-family 
brownstone dwellings and old-law tenement 
houses between 1880 and 1900. 
-The erection of elevator apartment houses ~~ 
between 1901 and 1930. -~_. 
-The virtual cessation of construction in the :.-
depression following 1930, accompanied by j 
a subdivision of existing dwelling units to ·~ • ·- · ~ 
accommodate a growing population . 
Existing conditions in the area 
General land use pattern and 
building classification . (Physical) 
-Commercial land use: number of 
stores, area and type. 
-Residential Structures: building 
type, unit type, value and density 
Population and Housing. (Social) 
-Population change and turnover. 




-Current housing conditions 








-Youth and elderly 
-Other local, district and city 
community organizations 
(Political. economical) 
-Property turnover and ownership. BUILDING CLASSIFICATIONS 
-Property value, returns , prices. • Po;11919E'mlcr BJ•'d'"e ~ arc...rstcre Cne <n1T- c r.>.., • ) 
Traffic, Parking. (Circulation) 
-Mass transit facilities 
-Street traffic 
c l'lr.~ L'!IT lut r~n:-,t~ [ e ·· ztcr· CJ B • • ·c .~,~ \ cne •t.,~u , r~- t,-
U ~ O .;! ... h · eiT'e r : ·~ ! .. llet.a :G·• r-1 . . L__j a•,_.,..., ;·c .. ~ fit ·:- ,~ Hcv~e 
~ \tula-«Tttlt:mt ... IW i t-oJ:£lr~·a t crs 
D : d ~~~ "t1trrt• t w,· ,J .ol b~• J I (.o·~ "b S .. i e Roc rn O::.la"tl 
0 tc~'T'erc .a 1 































-The influx of population from 1950-1965 to 
this area . (Puerto Rican migration and middle -- -Traffic accidents D 01 -~ "' T~- C T(., : ',•; ,\l•:u: £ 1 : .~ ~ Y '• s . ,~ e ~J:;l T O: t .r;).r nt) ~ ) r),U - e·t :f ,',~I f • ~ :"i:l ~ C:~ .•. , [ k( h Col t 
income 'white' families) . -Parking 
-Noise 
- PL:J l:S(1.)( D "' O~J · ~ ~ 
~ Pro . .lltC'~ .: · u · • .rl S:~';' ~ Rr •;.; •J. \ S.J l.: •r ,: 
Goals and Concepts 
Economic and racial integration 
-Providing housing for various income groups 
-A balanced neighbourhood in a democratic 
pattern 
Reduction of overcrowding 
-Elimination of the room overcrowding 
-Attracting new investment 
-Adequate schools, open spaces, recreation 
facilities 
Min imum pub l i c s u b s i d i e s and 
Maximum private investment 
-Inducing private capital by making the 
investment attractive 
-Small scale to permit development by small 
firms that to increase competition. 
Civic Design 
-Harmonious relationship between buildings 
and open spaces 
-Public open space make the area more 
attractive and desirable to live 
-Providing various housing faci l i t ies for 
different groups of people. 
Rehabilitation 
-Rehabilitation before reaching the point of 
mass clearance and rebuilding. 
-Making use of existing housing. 
-Preserving good housing, strengthening the 
weak, eliminating the bad. 
City policies and planning concepts 
-Desirable, practicable and economically 
feasible. 
-High degree of coordination and long term 
planning. 
-Desirable residential neighbourhood for 
decent urban living & investment. 
-Tax returns raise the present real estate tax 
return. 
- A s s u r i n g b a l a n c e d , h e a l t h y , s t a b l e 
development of the city flexibility. 
The reduction of population turnover 
-Developing high potential for urban housing 
conditions and environment that meet the 
various needs of a broad cross-section of 
population. 
-Its central location makes it attractive to 
various income and ethnic groups. 
-Permitting continuity in community life 
Sense of Community participation 
-Init ial community acceptance, support, 
continued community participation. 
-Renewal takes place gradually and the 
continuity of neighbourhood life can be 
disturbed as little as possible. 
-It takes place over a considerable period 
-A large proportion of the existing population 
and its density would remain 
-The community institutions and organizations 
would be strengthened 
-Offering a sensible and realistic approach to 
the difficult problems of a deterioration 
neighbourhood. 
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Physical Plans for Renewal 
Rehabilitation 
Renewal techniques 
-existing structure evaluation 
-cost estimation 
-appraisal of economic feasibility 
-evaluation of the place of rehabilitated structures in the overall 
design 
Suitability of existing structures for rehabilitation 
-structural safety, building depth, land coverage room layout and 
access to light and air 
Costs of rehabilitation 
-Two types: brownstone row houses rehabilitation and old law 
tenements rehabilitation 
-Scale: minimum, intermediate and extensive 




-use existing grid street pattern. 
-access ib le to large parks, school 
playgrounds and public open spaces. 
- n e w buildings are at the two ends of 
the land blocks. 
-elevator buildings with podium garden 
and G/F shops located at the avenue 
ends. 
-hous ing for various income groups 
public housing is sited in the center of 
the land blocks whereas high-rental 
avenue frontage is offered for private 
development. 
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3.2 Byker Wall, Newcast le 
Byker Wall is located at Newcastle-on-Tyne in England. The construction 
period is from 1969-1981. The whole site area is more than 480000 sqm. 
and there are about 7850 houses located inside. 
The south side of the site is a slope covered with vegetations. On the north 
side of the site, it is surrounded by the Byker Wall, which is a multi-level 
apartments. Within the site, there are small low-level dwellings which 
comprise 80% of the project. This creates a very strong sense of community. 
History 
Old Byker was an area of mineworkers’ dwellings. Later on, the 
development of heavy industry and local businesses attracted people to live 
there. At that time, the sense of community was created and became strong. 
Local businesses flourished and most shops and services served the local 
people. In 1968, the government re-developed this old area and decided to 
re-allocate the old residents to live there. Erskine and his staffs took part in 
the project. His priorities were that he should take account firstly of what the 
Byker residents wanted, secondly of what people in the immediate area 
wanted and thirdly what the client wanted. 
In 1971-72, he started his pilot project at the Janet Square in the southern 
half of Byker. After that, the next work was the Byker Wall at the north 
perimeter. Within each phase, new community and transportation facilities, 
other low-rise housings and landscape were built. The whole project was 
completed in 1981. 
Goals of Redevelopment 
To plan and build a complete and integrated environment for living at the 
lowest cost to the residents and in intimate contact and collaboration with 
them. 
To maintain the valued traditions and characteristics of the neighbourhood 
itself and its relations with the surroundings areas and the centre of 
Newcastle. 
To rehouse those already resident in Byker, without breaking family ties and 
other valued associations or patterns of life 
I ij —J ；^  
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Ralph Erskine is the architect of this project. He makes 
use of the site characteristics and resolves its 
constraints to create a peaceful housing estate for the 
local community. Public participation throughout the 
process helps the architect to know more about the 
residents and the community. This also strengthens the 
sense of community of the estate. 
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t i g h t s t r e e t between p a r a l l e l t e r r a c e s 
l a r g e r a r t i c u l a t e d 
space between Wall 
and t e r r a c e s 
l a r g e r spaces contained by W a l l ; t u r f e d centre f 
suited to r o u g h p l a y d i s t a n c e d f r o m d w e l l i n g s 
by banks, steps and t h i c k v e g e t a t i o n 
'^peripheral p a r k i n g o u t s i d e 
B y k e r screened by Wall \ 
‘ \ 
p r i v a t e g a r d e n s edge 
p u b l i c spaces 
v i s t a s lead to g a t e w a y s 
or open spaces small p o c k e t s of p a c k i n g and g a r a g e s l i m i t impact of 
cars w i t h i n B y k e r 
' “、；....：.- ‘ 
Tom C o l l i n s House c 
.-’站‘;-.,-一 p r o m i n e n t l a n d m a r k 
small squares contained 
by low t e r r a c e s v i s t a s closed so t h k l each s t r e e t becomes" 
elonaated outdoor room 
ED 
General Planning 
-To exploit the physical character of the site such as the slope towards the south, its good views and sunny aspect. 
-To deal with the physical constraints included the presence of old mine and quarry, railway station, bad conditions of 
existing houses and flats and existing steep streets. 
-To build a wall which is made up by residential units that would shield the area from cold driving north wind and traffic 
noise from railway station. 
-To clear the old inner city terraces and replace with neighbourhood units with trees and private gardens. Most living 
areas were maisonettes, not high rise areas. 
-To maximize the number of communal open space. 
-To create a small local shopping centre and preserve the corner shops. 
-To provide a recognizable physical form, that is a specific local individuality, to each group of houses 
-To access the public transport and other services easily. Most of the area was pedestrianised inorder to segregate 
human and traffic. This can reduce vehicle usage and accidents happened. 
The Strong Sense of Community 
The old Byker Community 
-People worked, went shopping and played near to their homes. 
-Poor living conditions made people friendly that they had to know everyone 
else nearby. 
-Neighbours were always ready to help each other in times of difficulty like 
low and uncertain wages period. Same life experiences and problems 
generated companionship and trust. 
-Children played together in the back lanes and went to school together. 
-Young men married the girls inside the community and set up home in a 
house near parents. 
-Street parties were seen during national celebration and festivals. Quiet 
summer evenings brought people out to sit by their front doors and talk. 
Considerations for the new Community 
-Architect worked on site to demustify the redevelopment process for 
residents. 
-Allocation meetings and open forum were held. 
-Detail consultations with the tenants. 
-Clearance and rebuilding with minimal displacement of population. 
Enabling the existing residents to remain in Byker. 
-Preservation of some old Byker shops, buildings and other meeting points 
like landmarks or gathering places. 
-Continuation the strength of the Byker community spirit for the future. 
J33JJ5
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Temple Bar is a revitalization project in a conservative 
manner by recycling the existing buildings and adding 
new elements to the district. This preserves the existing 
context in an economy way and turns the place into an 
attractive cultural and tourist spot 
3.3 Temple Bar, Dublin 
Background 
Temple Bar is prominent in Dublin. It stretches between two historic centres 
of the city. In 20th-century, the inner city fell victim to road building 
programmes to serve the daily traffic flow and therefore, the urban fabric, 
communities and culture alike were torn apart. Temple Bar became a prime 
location as it was designated for a massive transportation interchange. 
However, the lack of economic means for execution and then growing public 
concern protracted and finally halted redevelopment. The alternative 
cultural and commercial activities like second-hand and specialist shops, 
cheap and ethnic restaurants, alternative theatre and cinema, and practice 
spaces and studios furnish the place and buildings. They give new life to the 
community. 
In 1991, A development company was set up to nurture what has been taking 
place in the area spontaneously and to create a living, bustling cultural and 
tourist quarter which people will visit in sufficient numbers and in which 
many more will work and live. 
Goals and ConcepU 
The challenge was not 
speculation and redeveloi 
creative evolution on a p 
with the grain of history by 
accents and local heritage 
HE TEMPLE BAR F R A M E W O R K PL 
.VtNC^  
> 
to extinguish the vitality through real estate 
)ment，but to provide a structure for encouraging 
ath to prosperity. The architects favoured going 
recognizing, respecting and building on traditions, 
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Temple Bar G a l l e r y and S t u d i o s ED 
Planning and Design 
The architects from Group 91 
made use of the opportunities 
provided by the existing old 
buildings to create a variety of 
places that become punctuation, 
points of arrival and settings for 
the various amenities, existing 
and pro jected. The cu l tura l 
buildings, part sponsored, part 
commercial, have been the most 
conspicuous architecture to the 
quarter. They have been executed 
by the individual practices of 
Group 91 and include the Irish 
Film Centre, Photographic Gallery 
and Archive, the Multi-media 
Centre for the Arts, the Music 
Centre and the Ark, a children 
cultural centre. A new curved 
street carved from circumstantial 
dereliction facilitates east-west 
pedestr ian movement wi th in 
Temple Bar and focuses on the 
17th-century facade of Ark. An 
archway passes into Meeting 
House Square, a new public place 
built from the decaying interior of 
an urban block. 
The new cultural institutions 
assert their presence by new, 
sober, white or monumental brick 
facades that contrast strongly to 
the riot of styles, colours and 
encrustation that has come to 
characterize Temple Bar. 
Temple Bar Square M u l t i - m e d i a Centre f o r the Arts Cafe of the M u l t i - m e d i a Centre 
Temple Bar Music Centre C o u r t y a r d of The P r i n t w o r k s The Ark - A c u l t u r a l centre of c h i l d r e n 
In Temple Bar, the fabric of the 
city is being recycled, whether in 
its standing form or by the reuse 
of its materials. The interventions 
of Group 91 are stitching new 
uses and activities into the spaces 
and buildings of the existing fabric. 
The urban tapestry is enriched 
whi le its mater ia l wor th is 
c o n s e r v e d . An e c o l o g i c a l 
a l t e ra t i ve is f o rmu la ted to 
suburban expansion and the 
process of des t ruc t ion and 
rebuilding. 
�+ ._ - . L— L .-- •• ..V,'^ -^ "I I . 
P h o t o g r a p h i c G a l l e r y and Archive 


































4.1 Site Selection 
Sai Ying Pun district at the western side of Hong Kong Island 
is a typical old urban district of Hong Kong. It has a long and 
rich history of over 100 years and changes have never been 
stopped. It witnesses the change of Hong Kong from a small 
fishing port to an international finance centre. 
Sai Ying Pun is a commercial and residential mixed area. 
The lower Sai Ying Pun district famous for the traditional 
trades of dried seafood, ginseng, swallow's nest and rice and 
it is also an attractive spot for tourism. 
The upper Sai Ying Pun district is mainly residential 
buildings lining up along the contour. The buildings there are 
relative old and low-rise. Most of the residents are old 
neighbour who have lived there for many decades and this 
make up a strong sense of community and neighbourhood. 
The district remains its traditional culture and living style 
which is a characteristic of old community of Hong Kong. It 
preserves the deep-rooted collective memory of both Sai 
Ying Pun and Hong Kong Island which is valuable to our 
history.. 
However, alike the other old urban district, the supportive 
facilities and living environment of Sai Ying Pun cannot meet 
the social needs. For example, insufficient leisure space and 
public facilities, excessive roads and traffic, concealed back 
lanes and scattered vacant site and etc.. These are the 
issues that unfavour to the living environment and also 
discourage people to stay in this old district. In order to make 
the district more attractive, this is a right time to look deeply 
on this old district. 
Besides, the future reclamation project at Kennedy Town, the 
west extension of the MTR route and the new proposed route 
no.10 of western district speed up and arise the public 
attention of this old district. Sai Ying Pun is a gateway of the 
new planning development and it is also a prime location to 
connect the uphill residential/education region and the 
coastal transportation/commercial region. It is a good 
opportunity to consider and revitalize this old urban district in 
order to make it keeping pace with new city development and 
sustain it in the future. 
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Centre Street from Third Street, 1 920s. 
4.2 Historic Background 
Brief History of Sai Ying Pun 
The upper Sai Ying Pun District at the western Hong Kong 
Island has a long and deep-rooted history that can be traced 
back to the early years when British troops stationed at Sai 
Ying Pun, which literally means the Western Encampment. 
In 1850s, as trading business developed, many warehouses 
and godowns were established. Chinese merchants and 
workers started their business and built their homes there. In 
addition to accommodating thousands of new immigrants 
from China, new streets were opened on the slope that 
parallel to the contour at the southern side of Queen's Road 
West. Tenements were built along the four parallel streets 
and Centre Street. A market was built between First and 
Second Streets. Schools and religious buildings were set up. 
The upper Sai Ying Pun District then became a major 
residential area for the Chinese community. 
Nowadays, upper Sai Ying Pun undergoes urban 
development process. In orfer to revitalize the community, 
we are not only designing a decent living environment for 
them, but also retaining their social networks and daily life. 
- •.--;. 
Sai Ying Pun, 1850s. 
Changes of the Coastal Line and Sai Ying Pun 
The reclamation project started early at Sai Ying Pun in 
1850s to solve the demand of land due to population influx 
from southern China. At that time, Centre Street, Eastern 
Street, Western Street and First Street were constructed to 
connect the city to the praya. 
In 1887, the coastal line was pushed further to Connaught 
Road West and many new piers were established that 
brought Hong Kong to develop into an important entrepot 
and trading centre in the region. At that time, many new 
residential buildings were built to give homes to the pier 
workers. In between 1930s and 1950s, population increased 
due to the refugee influx from China. Sai Ying Pun was then 
become one of the city centres of Hong Kong Island. 
Nowadays, new infrastructure like highways, railways and 
cross harbour tunnel are built at the new reclaimed land 
beyond Connaught Road West. This turns the coastal part of 
Sai Ying Pun into a new era in the future. 
."; -1 .. 1..! tf ;j :1-" '; ·1 
~ ... :-. -
'"'1 ·· 11. "' "" .. .... , 
·' -~... ~' 
_,,. .. 
.. .;. .. 
.. ., . - .. ' !! ..... . 1: :f . 
t • ~ ~ ~ ~- ... 1•J • LI).. """ r l I ~ ~ 
".~ .... ,; ;t -_ ' ~ - -
( . 
WHO USI'Il£ 
\A'I. A' I-: Il 
. r:. #' " ~ , ----
- --._;: 
•0 
--- - - - ..,. - --
"\ ~· . -: .... ~ -;, .. 
. - ........ ;;; .. -...... ~ , 




























New high-rise residential 
Old low-rise residential 
Vacant Site 
• Historical Building 




The bui ldings within the site are 
r e s i d e n t i a l u s e . T h e y c a n be 
categorized into two major types: new 
high-rise podium tower and old low-rise 
single staircase apartment. There are 
shops at the ground floor to serve the 
local community. New podium buildings 
are mainly located along Centre Street. 
Historical buildings located at the ends 
of Second Street, Third Street and High 
Street are renovated for public use. 
f V 
Vacant sites scatter around the area after 
demolishing some old buildings. Their locations 
are closed to the residents that they have 
potential to become leisure open space for the 
community. 
In conclus ion, the exist ing fabric of the site is 
compact and lacking communi ty faci l i t ies. In 
order to create more space for publ ic use and 
avoid massive demol i t ion, carving space f rom 
the exist ing bui ld ings and making use of the 
h is to r i ca l bu i l d i ngs and vacant s i te are 
effect ive ways to achieve this. 
New h i g h - r i s e p o d i u m t o w e r Old l o w - r i s e s i n g l e s t a i r c a s e a p a r t m e n t P r e war t h r e e s t o r e y s b u i l d i n g 
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The rectangular grid pattern is stepping 
up to the hill. A sloping spine goes 
through the whole district. Four parallel 
branches act as local streets . Besides, 
there is a shortcut pattern sprawling 
inside the district as an alternative path 
for the people. 
Traffic Flow & Stations 
.. 
1111 
Major N/E flow 
Medium N/E flow 
- Mild N/E flow 
Major S/W flow 
Medium S/W flow 
..-- Mild S/W flow 
Mini-bus flow 






I The spine- Centre Street 
lt serves as a connection linking up the 
uphill residential/education zone and 
the coastal transportation /commercial 
zone. Most of the shops located along 
the street and there are some kiosks at 
the upper part of Centre Street. 
The slope of Centre Street is steep and 
its pavement is narrow such that it is 
inconvenient to the people and 
discourage them from staying along the 
street. The visual penetration from the 
hillside to the seafront is also a 
characteristic of Centre Street. 
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Shortcut - Back lanes and Terraces 
The back lanes and terraces connect 
buildings and streets. They are normally 
concealed and narrow with steps 
because of the sloping topography. 
Most people use them as shortcuts to 
their home. Sometimes, they enjoy 
playing or chatting at some wider back 
lanes and terraces; and use up some 
space as their private place for storage, 
working or extension of home. In 
general, five types of back lane or 
terrace can be categorized according to 
their physical conditions and the ways 
of how people use. 
Type 3-Inhabited space 
Some wider back lanes or terraces are occupied 
by the G/F homes. The residents place their 
furniture there and the space becomes inhabited. 
Type 1-Gathering space 
They are wide and open to the streets. Most 
of the people use there as informal gathering 
or meeting place. 
_ ，，—， 
Type 2 - Storage I work space 
Some back lanes are seldomly used by the public. They 
are next to the shops or restaurants. The shop owners 
use them upas storage or work place. 
Type 4- Building access 
Some buildings use the existing back lanes or 
terraces as their access. The space is 
relatively, wide and private. 
Type 5 - Circulation space 
Some back lanes are concealed and not obvious. They 
are narrow or with steps, unsafe and poor condition due 
to insufficient maintenance and awareness. They serve 
as circulation only. 
1 ‘. 
Q u i e t and s m a l l b u s i n e s s at the g r o u n d f l o o r : g a r a g e , b i r d s h o p and d r i e d s e a f o o d w h o l e s a l e s t o r e 
L o c a l b u s i n e s s : r e s t a u r a n t or f o o d s t o r e , t u i t i o n , s a l o n 
N a r r o w p a v e m e n t , i l l e g a l p a r k i n g , q u i e t , old b u i l d i n g s and new b u i l d i n g s 
In conclus ion, the rectangular gr id street pattern, s lop ing and s tepping topography are prominent phys ica l 
character ist ics of the site. These physical set t ings encourage var ious human act iv i t ies wi th in the communi ty . 
Branch -1st . 2nd, 3rd & High Streets 
These four parallel streets serve the 
residents with local shops like salons 
and laundr ies at the G/F of the 
residential buildings. They are also the 
major public transportation path within 
the site. 
The streets and their pavements are 
narrow. They are one way traffic with 
parking space along. Traffic congestion 
occurs frequently that always affects 
the living environment. 
Functions of streets 
1st street (east) • old t e n e m e n t s , w h o l e s a l e 
b u s i n e s s of d r i e d s e a f o o d and some v a c a n t s t o r e s . 
1st Street (west) - b u s y , m i n i - b u s s t o p and two 
s u p e r m a r k e t s . 
2nd Street (east) - old t e n e m e n t s and v a c a n t 
s h o p s . 
2nd Street (west) • new p o d i u m r e s i d e n t i a l 
t o w e r s . 
3rd Street (east) - q u i e t , f o o d s t o r e s and some 
w h o l e s a l e s t o r e s . 
3rd Street (west) - t u i t i o n and i n t e r e s t g r o u p s 
High Street (east) - q u i e t , g a r a g e s , b i g t r e e s and 
some r e s t a u r a n t s near C e n t r e S t r e e t . 
High Street (west) • new p o d i u m r e s i d e n t i a l 
t o w e r s , c h u r c h , s c h o o l , g a r a g e s and s o m e 
r e s t e a u r a n t s near C e n t r e S t r e e t . 
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4.4 Behavioural Mapping 
Anchoring Nodes- Formal Communal Space 
Places with specific functions that can bring Church and Shrine - Jockey Club 
- Community Centre 
people to use or gather for their common 
interests. This type of places is formal - Supermarket I Clinic r 
.. !Market 
communal space for the community. 
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People abused drugs meet and gather at the open space of the 
Eastern Street Methadone Clinic.They have the common 
behaviour and purpose. Besides, the HKGov. David Trench 
Rehabilitation Centre provides medical service for the elderlys. 
Food Bazaar 
informal meeting place for the local people. Most of 
them have breakfast, lunch or tea with their friends. Some 
other Chinese restaurants are also popular for the elderlys and 
retired people as a gathering place. 
It is the crowdest place when it is horse racing day or Mark Six 
draw. People stand and sit along the streets and share their 
information and tips. 
Community Centre 
The two community centres provide child care, elderly care, 
neighbourhood aided and other welfare services for the local 
residents. Besides, public functions like festival events, short 
trips, visits and dinners are held for the residents. 
Housewives and elderlys buy food for their meals every 
morning and afternoon. It is also a common place for them to 
chat and share information. Sometimes, they go shopping 
together and bargain. The elderlys take this chance to meet 
their friends as well. 
Church and Shrine 
People join the church meetings held by Kau Yin Church on 
every Wed night, Sat and Sun. The church is closed on the 
other days. The Shrine is another gathering node for the 
elderlys. They worship, burn incense and organize festival 
events around there. Besides, the elderlys chat, glance, rest 
and play card games there during usual days 
Supermarket 
There are several supermarkets located at the busy streets 
like First Street. Housewives and elderlys buy food and daily 
necessities while students buy snacks there. They enjoy 
shopping in the supermarkets because they are convenient, 
more choices and air-conditioned. 
The King George V Memorial Park is the major formal public 
space in the district. People included elderlys, maids, students, 
housewives and their kids like to stay there because of the 
pleasant decoration and facilities. Besides, some of the 
festival events held by the community centre always take place 
there. There is a tiny playground located along Third Streets 
which is a wonderful place for the kids. 
Bonham Road Gov. Primary School and Kau Yan School 
the two primary schools in the district. Besides, there are some 
local kindergartens for the kids, both of them are the major 
gathering place for the children. The kids will join the tution 
and interest groups or play at the playground after school. 
Beyond Bonham Road, there are several schools including 
HKU. They are the main source of people using Centre Street 
before and after school. 
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Activity Domains - Informal Communal Space 
People gather and share their common value, 
interest, belief, behaviour and experience at 
certain places with no specif ic funct ions. 
Localized social networks are woven gradually at 
such kind of informal communal space. 
Public Zone - Centre Street 
Centre Street is an important linking route 
between the uphill and downhill areas. Besides, 
kiosks at the upper street, G/F shops and the 
market along the street are major commercial 
activities of the community that make the street 
become the most public zone within the district. 
P u b l i c Z o n e - C e n t r e S t r e e t 
S e m i - P r i v a t e Z o n e - 1st, 2 n d , 3 r d and H i g h S t r e e t s 
P r i v a t e Z o n e - Back l a n e s & T e r r a c e s 
C e n t r e S t r e e t is the most p u b l i c z o n e of the c o m m u n i t y . 
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Local s h o p s enhance s t r e e t l i f e . 
C h a t t i n g and p l a y i n g a l o n g the s t r e e t s . 
Semi-Private Zone - First, Second, Third and Hioh Streets 
The ground floor of the four parallel streets are mainly made up of local business and wholesale stores. The environment is 
relatively quiet and calm that encourages street side activities like gathering, reading, playing or chatting in front of the shops 
orG/F homes. 
Private Zone - Back lanes & Terraces 
Some hidden back lanes are shared by the surrounding G/F homes. Occupants enjoy to extend their dwelling space to create 
another communal space with their neighbours. Besides, some terraces are used as shared garden for the local residents 
during their leisure time. 
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Youths 
Morning &3f t6rnoon Daw门 
School time Street shopping Ball games m 
Children 
> '.c “ 
丨 释 
Morning &3f t6rnoon Dawn 
School time Playing at playground Child care centre Tuition/Interest group 
4.5 Human Activit ies 
Activity Diary 
The activity diary records different age group of people 
carrying out certain activity at a certain period of time. This 
can reflect who, when, where and how the people use the 
place in the district. This gives a deeper understanding about 
the local community and provides a reference for the design. 
Before designing for the community, designer has to 
understand its background, physical characteristics and the 
Most crucial element，human behaviour and activity. People 
is the major component of the community and therefore, they 
are always at the first priority of the design. Designer works 
for the local people who are the end users and he should 
consider how they use the place and what are their needs. 
The design must not only improve their living environment, 
but also preserve their existing social network, daily life and 
neighbourhood relationship. 
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H o u s e w i v e s 
Morning & afternoon 
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Market shopping Chatting 
Dawn 
Daily affairs 
Playing mahjong and gossiping Playing with children after school Street and market shopping 
Elderlys 
Morning Afternoon & Dawn 
l i l 
Morning tea Gathering at park 
Afternoon & Dawn 
Glancing 
Festival t ime 
Chatting Card games Street shopping Elderly care centre Festival ceremony 
Conclusion 
Children, youths, housewives and elderly people are the four 
major age groups staying and using the facilities at the upper 
Sai Ying Pun District during weekdays. 
Children have their school time in the morning or afternoon. 
After school, some of them go to tuition, playground or child 
care centre. Sometimes, they buy snacks along the street. 
Youths have their school time in both the morning and 
afternoon. After school, some of them play ball games with 
friends at the park and chatting or shopping along the street 
in groups. 
Housewives work on their daily affairs at home in the 
morning. They buy food in the market for lunch. Sometimes, 
they gather and chat with friends. In the afternoon, they may 
play mahjong and gossip in groups. Mothers play with their 
children at the playground. They go shopping in the market 
or along the street for their families' dinner. 
Elderly people enjoy morning tea with friends at Chinese 
restaurant or gathering at park in the morning. After lunch, 
they go out from their home and sit along the streets or some 
wider back lanes. They chat, glance, play card game with 
friends there. Some of them may stay at the elderly care 
centre. The local community centre and elderly centre may 
organize some festival events for the elderly people. 
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4.6 Conclusion and Design Issue 
The upper Sai Ying Pun district is an old urban community. 
Most of the residents are old neighbours who have lived 
there for a long time. They played an important role on 
constructing the community in the past few decades. A 
strong community cohesion and a sense of neighbourhood 
were built up as well. This kind of sentiment has been carried 
on to the present day and become a strong impression of this 
community. It is not difficult to feel the community is 
embraced with an atmosphere of tranquility and friendship 
everywhere. All of these are the characters of the community 
which cannot be built in a short period of time. 
Nowadays, new housing developments of the district 
introduce a new elements and generation of people to the 
community. They continue to play the role as the builders of 
the community. They work together with the existing 
neighbourhood to carry on and strengthen the cohesive force 
of the community. 
However, in order to make the people recognize their role in 
the community, the most crucial thing is to arise the sense of 
belonging of the community. This can be built up by 
promoting public participation among the community. 
Different scale of public space and facilities can help to offer 
a chance for the people to expose themselves. Social 
interaction between people enhances neighbourhood 
relationship. Besides, various functions and events can be 
held at such public space that can strengthen the community 
cohesion as most of the people can gather for their common 
interest. Therefore, providing different scale of public 
space and facilities for the community is important in the 
process of building up a strong sense of community. 
In fact, the compact old urban fabric of the district is lacking 
of such public space and facilities. This is a common problem 
of the old urban community all over the world. That becomes 
a push factor to make people moving out from the community. 
In order to sustain the community, the major design issue 
/s to change the living environment to become an 
attractive and decent place for the people by providing 
more different scale of public leisure space and various 
public facilities for them. 
It is a great challenge to carve out space for public use from 
the existing fabric. On one hand, the disturbance to the 
existing residents should be minimized such that massive 
demolition is not appropriate. On the other hand, these 
public use space should be closed to the residents and 
can be easily accessed. Therefore, the design should be 
carried out carefully and considered deeply in a conservative 
manner. It is based on the residents' needs and their daily 
activities and behaviours. By making use the distinctive 
physical characteristics of the site, the identity of the place 
will be reflected from the design. 
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5.1 Preliminary Design Strategies 
Three preliminary design strategies are drawn based on the 
research paper. They are starting steps to change from 
research stage to design stage of the thesis. The three 
strategies are: 
Strategy One - Central Plaza and Terrace Street Design 
Strategy Two - Pedestrianization and Pocket Space Design 
Strategy Three - Back Lane Rehabilitation and Interna丨 Garden Design 
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strategy One - Central Plaza and Terrace Street Design 
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Central Plaza: The local community 
lacks a focal point. A central plaza is 
designed at the busiest Centre Street 
can serve as a big public plaza for 
community gathering. The plaza is a 
void space at the middle of Centre 
Street can open up the view and 
enhance visual penetration to the sea. 
It also connects the two markets in to 
one. Besides, it can act as an icon of 
the community that arise community 
identity and the sense of belonging. 
Terrace Street: Terraces are one of the 
physical characteristics of the site. By 
creating terrace space, the existing 
kiosks along Centre Street will be 
relocated at the flat terrace. Besides, 
this flat terrace can encourage shop 
owners to extend their business to the 
outdoor. Escalator is established to 
improve the street condition and make 
it more convenient to the pedestrian 
especially, the elderly people. 
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strategy Two - Pedestrianization and Pocket Space Design 
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Pedestrianization: Since some streets 
are dominated by pedestrian, certain 
p o r t i o n of the s t r e e t s w i l l be 
pedestrianized to create a green and 
traffic free communal street space for 
the residents as most of the people 
enjoy street side activities. Commercial 
activity wHI also be promoted at the 
ground floor of the buildings along the 
street. 
Pocket Space: Pocket space is placed 
along the light traffic street to promote 
human-vehicle mixed use scheme. 
This also can regulate the parking 
space and reduce vehicle speed in 
order to solve the traffic and pollution 
problem. Besides, there will be some 
seating place and greenery at the 
pocket space to create an aKernative 
sitting out space for the residents. 









P e d e s t r i a n i z a t i o n 
strategy Three - Back Lane Rehabilitation and Internal Garden Design 
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Backlane Rehabilitation: In order to 
enlarge the dwelling area and activity 
space in the existing old fabric and 
avoid massive demolition, rediscovery 
of the lost space is the most direct and 
economy way. The back lane in 
between buildings is one type of the 
lost space that can be redecorated and 
opened up for the residents as sitting 
out space or private garden. 
Internal Garden: Some vacant site 
located in the middle of some land 
blocks can be rebuilt as internal garden 
space. It can be shared by the 
res idents f rom the su r round ing 
buildings. Besides, some empty flats 
can be converted into public voids that 
connect the internal garden and 
become covered area of the garden. 
I n h a b i t e d Back Lane 
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5.2 Planning Design 
The design section of the thesis is divided into three scales. 
The largest scale is the comprehensive planning design of 
upper Sai Ying Pun district. The main objective is to give an 
overall picture of the land use in the district. 
Design Intentions: 
-Environmental Improvements 













-Creat ing more pocket space along the street with seats 
and greenery as sitting put space 
-Pedestrianizing some streets as alternative leisure space 
-Convert ing the existing terrace and vacant site as internal 
garden orleisure space for the surrounding buildings 
-Unify ing and renovating the back lanes as an alternative 
circulation path of the district 
-Designing a shopping street at the busiest Centre Street 
-Recycl ing the old buildings as shops or public gathering 
space 
-Creat ing a central plaza as a focal point of the community 
-Def ining the entrance of the community 


































































Historical bui lding 
School 
Hospital 
Diagram 1: Design concepts and surrounding context 








Diagram 2: Design concepts and surrounding context 
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Nodes along trail 
Back land trail 




Sketch plan 1 
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5.3 Street Design 
The design process is scaled down and focus on one of the 
planning design strategies which is the Centre Street design. 
This is also a process from a Plane (Planning) to a Line 
(Street). The scale is reduced and the design is considered 
more on the programme of the street. 
Design Objectives: 
-Centre Street will be converted into a community street for 
the residents as it is the most prominent street of the 
district. 
- I t becomes a major spine and icon of the district. 
-The community street is a complex made up with various 
public programmes. 
- A l l activity space are attached to and along the spine They 
are grouped into different zones with similar functions and 
objectives. This helps to organize the space and give a 
clear planning image to the residents. 
- T h e ground floor and first floor of the existing buildings will 
be converted to become community and public use space. 
People can be access from Centre Street and the street 
itself will become an alternative outdoor communal space 
for the people. 
-Some old and deteriorate buildings will be removed to 
create more open space. Demolition will be carefully 
selected and minimized. 
- A simple structure will be attached to the existing building 
facade as a transition layer between the street and the 
buildings. It works with the attached building and acts as a 
part of the interior space, covered walkway, sitting out 
space, shopfront or entry of the building. It also helps to 
unify the street facade. 
- N e w buildings will be designed at certain location of Centre 
Street to act as a centre of the community street. 
J 
Focus /Cent re 
AttachedAct iv i ty Space 
- Z - - -
Unifying Street Facade / ^ 
Conceptual Diagram ED 
E l d e r l y Z o n e 
, I I . - .. 一 - 一 I 
Elder ly ca re cen t re 
Flat land 
Traf f ic f ree s t reet act iv i ty 
C lose to the o ld res iden t ia l z o n e 
U - F o c u s / C e n t r e 
Commun i t y assoc ia t i ons and gove rnmen t serv ices 
Aud i to r i um and exh ib i t i on ga l le ry 
Hear t of the c o m m u n i t y 
J 
S h o p p i n g Z o n e 
The most c r o w d e d area 
Shopp ing bazaar 
Market 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t and D i n i n g Z o n e 
High dens i ty res ident ia l zone 
Food bazaar 
Res tauran ts 
IT serv ices 
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Y o u t h and C h i l d r e n Z o n e 
1 
Quiet and ca lm 
C lose to schoo l 
Young coup le zone 
Read ing and study room 
Tui t ion and in terest g roup 
Chi ld care cen t re and nursery 
Ch i ld p l ayg round 
Design Proposal 
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E l d e r l y Z o n e 
Elder ly care cent re 
Flat land 
Traf f ic free s t ree t act iv i ty 
Close to the old res iden t ia l zone 
F o c u s / C e n t r e 
Plaza 
Aud i to r i um and exh ib i t i on ga l le ry 
Hear t of the c o m m u n i t y 
S h o p p i n g Z o n e 
The most c rowded area 
Shopp ing bazaar 
Market 
E n t e r t a i n m e n i : and D i n i n g Z o n e 
High dens i ty res iden t ia l zone 
Food bazaar 
Res tau ran ts 
IT serv ices 
Y o u t h and C h i l d r e n Z o n e 
Quiet and ca lm 
C lose to schoo l 
Young coup le zone 
Read ing and study room 
Tui t ion and in terest g roup 
Chi ld care cen t re and nursery 
Ch i ld p l ayg round 
Design Proposal 2 
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5.4 Building Design 
The design process is further scaled down to design the 
buildings along the community street. It will be focused on 
the interior programmes and layout of the buildings as well 
as the facade design. In general, the building design part of 
the thesis can be divided into two scopes: 
1. Existing building interior renovation 
2. New building design 
It is a jumping step from a Line (Street) to Points (Buildings). 
Design Objectives: 
-The interior layout will work with the new attached layer. 
The internal activities of the buildings will be exposed 
through this layer to the street. Besides, the entry of these 
buildings will be facing to the street in order to bring people 
directly from the street to the interior space. This can bring 
the relationship between street and building closer. 
-The inter-relationship between buildings and the public 
space is another hierarchy of planning programme. The 
buildings around the public space help to define the 
function and character of the space. 
-The buildings along the spine are rooms whereas the spine 
itself is the major circulation to tie up all these rooms. They 
will share the same design language eg. proportion, 
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G/F Plan (1:400) 
staff room 
Existing building interior renovation Case 2: Shopping Bazaar 
David Lane New Shopping Bazaar 
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UG/F Plan (1:400) LG/F Plan (1:400) 
Existing building interior renovation - Case 1; Elderly Care Centre 
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Common room 
Bedroom 
O f f i ce /S ta f f room 
K i tchen /Laundry 
Bathroom /Toi let 
Storeroom 
Serv i ces /Core 
n . a 
Bank 
292-298 Queens Road West 
L G / F - B a n k (Ex is t ing) 
U G / F - E l d e r l y Cen t re 
1 / F - E l d e r l y Cen t re -
Mu l t i -pu rpose room (30sqm x 2) 
Of f ice + Con fe rence room (30sqm) 
T V R o o m ( 2 0 s q m ) 
S to re room (10sqm) 
Toi lets (20sqm) 
D in ing space (6Usqm tor 40 pe rsons ) 
K i tchen (20sqm) 
Bedroom (6sqm x 18) 
Exerc ise room (30sqm) 
Ba th room (10sqm x 2) 
Toi lets (20sqm) 
Staf f room (25sqm) 
L iv ing room (40sqm) 
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Existing building interior renovation - Case 3: Tuition and Interest Group 
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56-72 Third Street 
G / F - R e t a i l X 8 (Exist ing) 
- R e s t a u r a n t (with mezzanine f loor) 
R—T«- -To i le t 
UG/F -Res tau ran tX 2 
LG/F Plan (1:400) 
UG/F Plan (1:400) 
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53-65 High Street 47-49 High Street 
G / F - R e t a i l X 2 (Exist ing) 




UG/F Plan (1:400) Altlllillt To New Food Bazaar 
LG/F Plan (1:400) 
LG/F Plan (1:400) UG/F Plan (1:400) 
EE 
Some old bu i ld ings wi l l be d e m o l i s h e d 
UG/F Plan (1:400) EE 
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LG/F Plan (1:400) 
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Reading and Study Room 
! Z 和 6 High Street 
• R e t a i l x 3 ( E x i s t i n g ) 
• Read ing and Study Room 
• S tudy room (120sqm for 40 persons) 
• Read ing space (60sqm + 20sqm ba lcony) 
• O f f i c e / S t a f f r o o m (15sqm) 
• Toilet (15sqm) 
• S to re room (20sqm) 
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Yu Lok Lane - New Food Bazaar 
Food Stall (6-8,10sqm each) 
Dining place (lOOsqm for60 persons) 
Toilet (20sqm) 
Vacant s i te 
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G/F Plan (1:200) Food Stall 
Dining place 
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Existing building interior renovation - Case! 
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Common room 
Sleeping room 





G / F - C h i l d Care Centre 
- S t u d y room (25sqm) 
-P lay ing area (25sqm) 
-Act iv i ty room (15sqm) 
-S leep ing room (25sqm) 
-L i v ing room (15sqm) 
-D in ing place (20sqm) 
-K i tchen (15sqm) 
-O f f i ce (15sqm) 
-Toi le t (15sqm) ^ 
-S to re room (10sqm) _ 
S5 
Child Care Centre and Nursery 
1-6 Ying Wa Terrace 
G/F - Nursery 
-P lay ing area (25sqm) 
-Act iv i ty room (15sqm) 
-S leep ing room (25sqm) 
-Of f i ce (15sqm) 
-Toi let (15sqm) 
-Storeroom (10sqm) 
Services I Core 
“Ch i ld Care Centre Ying Wa Terrace - Chi ldren Playground Ying Wa Terrace - Chi ldren Playground 
G /F Plan (1:400) G/F Plan (1:400) 
Existing building interior renovation - Case 6: Tuition and Interest Group 
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1 /F -Tu i t i on and Interest Group 
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Classroom (25sqm x 4 ) 
Exhibit ion Gallery (60sqm) 
O f f i ce /S ta f f room (25sqm) 
•To i le t (15sqm) 
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G/F Plan (1:400) 
Ying Wa Terrace- Chi ldren Playground 
1/F Plan (1:400) 
Retai l 
Classroom 
O f f i ce /S ta f f room 
Exhibi t ion Gallery 
Storeroom 
Toilet 
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New building design - Market 
43-47 Centre Street • ！ i 1 
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LG/F - Car Park (49 parking space) 
-E/M(80sqm) 
G/F - Office (80sqm) 
-Loading and Unloading Area (8 loading space) 
-Refuse Collection (180sqm) 
-E/M(105sqm) 
UG1/F- Vegetable and Fruit Floor (5sqm x 65 stores) 
-Toilet (55sqm) 
-Refuse Room (25sqm) 
-E/M(15sqm) 
UG2/F- Meat and Poultry Floor (12sqm x 20 stores) 
-Toilet (55sqm) 
-Refuse Room (25sqm) 
-E/M(20sqm) 
1/F - Fish and Seafood Floor (12sqm x 15 stores) 
-Toilet (55sqm) 
-Refuse Room (25sqm) 
- E / M ( 1 5 s q m ) 
-Roof Garden (370sqm) 









G1/F Plan (1:500) 
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Fish and Seafood Floor Roof Garden 
Sketch Section (1:500) 
卜 2 1 . 8 
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UG2/F Plan (1:500) 
2/F Plan (1:500) 
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New building design - Performance + Plaza + Outdoor Exhibition Space + Exhibition Complex 
33 Centre Street, 39-41 Centre Street, 44 Centre Street & 48-50 Centre Street 
~ Performance Place 
_ 
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UG/F 
•Auditorium (160sqm for 143 persons) 
•Back Stage (55sqm) ^ 





-Office (25sqm) j 
-Cafe (75sqm) { 
-Lecture Theatre (130sqm for 99 persons) 、.K 
-Preparation and Store Room (30sqm) . 
-Rehearsal Room (30sqm) ^ 
-Toilet (35sqm) 




LG/F - Exhibition Hall 1 (200sqm) 
-Storeroom ( 1 8 s q m ) 
-Toilet (20sqm) 
-E/M (25sqm) 
UG/F -Exhibition Hall2 (120sqm) 
-Office (20sqm) 
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UG/F Plafi (1:500) 
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6.1 Plane - Planning Strategy _ 
The final design of the planning strategy consolidate 
and refine the overall planning design in the previous 
options. In conclusion, the main objectives are: 
Introducing a more environmental friendly and pedestrian friendly street network to the district. 
Enhancing a green and attractive landscape to the existing urban fabric. 
Providing more leisure open space and community facilities for the residents. 
Rationalizing the existing building usage. 
Avoiding massive demolition and disturbance to the community. 
Preserving the social network and neighbourhood of the community 
This overall planning strategy is concluded into 4 parts: 
Part One: Pedestrianization 
Part Two: Pocket Space 
Part Three: Internal Open Space 





















Part One • Pedestrianization: 
Pedestrianization is one way to claim 
more space for the people in such 
compact urban fabric. 
Centre Street is always dominated by 
pedestrian because of two reasons. 
Firstly, it is the major linkage between the 
uphill area and the coastal area. Secondly, 
its steep gradient and dead end condition 
unfavour vehicular traffic. Thus, the street 
has the potential to be pedestrianized. 
Steps are constructed some and wider 
landings are provided along the street 
can create more space for the people to 
stay and encourage various kinds of 
street activities. 
Residents of First Street are mainly elderly 
people and they enjoy to gather and chat 
along the street. Shopkeepers of the 
ground floor shop there like to sit out from 
their shops. This creates a strong 
atmosphere of street life. Besides, First 
Street is relatively quiet and has little 
traffic. Its traffic role is similar to 
Second Street and therefore, First Street 
can be converted into pedestrianized 
street. This can create a safer and trafic 
free environment to enhance street life 
for the resident to stay and gather. Also, 
some community services l ike, 
supermarket, bank, post office, community 
associations, etc. can be relocated along 
the street as they all are anchoring nodes 
forgathering. 
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P e d e s t r i a n i z a t i o n 
P o c k e t S p a c e Diagram 1: Pedestrianization / Pocket Space 
Part Two - Pocket Space: 
The four parallel streets are narrow and with many vehicles 
parking along the street. Traffic congestion always occurs 
and generates unwanted noise and exhausted gas that affect 
the living environment. In order to reduce congestion, the 
location and amount of on-street parking space should be 
controlled. Pocket space is introduced to replace the on-
street parking space. This, on one hand, can create more 
sitting out area and greenery along the street. On the other 
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Sketch 4: Internal Open Space - Food Bazaar 
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Sketch 5: Internal Open Space - Children Playground 
m 
Part Three - Internal Open Space: 
Vacant sites inside the land blocks are 
not favour to new building development as 
they are surrounded by buildings. Such 
kind of space can be converted into public 
open space for the community. Four 
internal open space are distributed 
inside the district. Their locations are 
closed to the residential buildings such 
that people can access it easily during 
leisure time. Besides, their spatial quality 
is relatively calm as they are detached 
from the traffic. Its decorated landscape 
can also provide scenic view to the 
surrounding buildings. 
Part Four - Centre Street as a Community Street 
In order to provide more leisure space 
and facilities to the community within a 
compact old urban fabric, adding new 
programmes to the existing buildings ； 
one appropriate method to achieve that. 
This can avoid massive demolition and 
preserve the existing social network as 
well as neighbourhood life of the 
community. 
Centre Street is the most prominent 
street of the district. It is also the major 
public zone of the community. The role 
of Centre Street is not only a public 
conveyor, but a communal place for the 
people living there. In order to strengthen 
its communal role, a series of community 
facility programmes are added to the 
ground floor and the first floor of the 
existing buildings along Centre Street. 
Every building is a component of the 
Community Street and Centre Street is 
the main circulation to connect ail these 
rooms. The usage of the surrounding 
buildings defines and entitles the role of 
the street. 
\ \ i \ Pi a Oram 3: Community Street 
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Diagram 4: Street as Circulation, Buildings as Rooms 
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6.2 Line - Communi ty Street 
Buildings along the street are communal place whereas 
street acts as a place connector. 
Streets are one type of communal place that allow people 
to carry out various activities like meeting, chatting, sitting-
out, playing, resting and etc. They are always open to the 
public and easily access. However, the communal role of 
streets is faded as most people treat them as only a public 
conveyer. In order to retrieve and strengthen this 
communal role and let it be an alternative and convenient 
communal place for the community, a series of new 
community facility programmes are added to the 
buildings along the street. 
The community-used buildings along Centre Street are 
rooms to provide various facilities for the residents and 
the street itself acts as a place connector to tie up all these 
places. New programmes are attached to the street and they 
are organized in different hierarchies and zones. Space is 
carved out from the existing buildings to avoid destroying 
the fabric and maintain the site's physical context. Centre 
Street is revitalized to become a new community street as 
well as a new social interaction layer for the local 
residents. It not only creates more space and facilities for 
the people, but indicates a bold icon for the community. 
A new attached structure acts as a transition layer 
between buildings and street. 
The hard edge between buildings and street is always an 
obstacle to avoid people using the space inside those 
buildings. In order to convert the existing buildings into 
community-used place, this physical boundary have to be 
removed. 
A new attached structure is added to the existing 
buildings as a transition layer to soften the hard edge. 
This new added layer is a buffer zone between buildings and 
street. It brings the interior activities out to the street 
through balcony, sitting-out space and verandah. It is also an 
access for some of the community-used floors. People 
can get into those floors directly from the street and this can 
let people aware those places are public space and are 
belonged to them. This layer can pull the relationship 
between the interior rooms and exterior street closer. 
The layer is also an architectural language to unify the 
street facade and articulate the street as an entity by 
providing a module on the existing building facade. It is 
simply a framework structure that can allow users to put 
fittings like canvas shelter, glass canopy, trellis, balustrade 
and etc. on it. Such fittings reflect the function of those 
interior space. 
The module of this structure is extracted from the idea of 
old Hong Kong tenements in the past. Verandah and 
balcony are two characteristics of this type of building. Since 
Sai Ying Pun district owns a distinctive collective memory of 
old Hong Kong, this memory is valuable to preserved. The 
structure not only recalls the module of tenement, but also 
induces the past human activities of how they use the 
transition zone between building and street. 
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6.3 Point - Heart 
Design Objectives: 
Locating a focus along the Community Street. 
This focus is the most important place of the community. It is 
the heart of the community 
The heart is the most public place for the community such 
that it provides a series of public functional space for the 
community to hold various events. 
It is one of the attached rooms of the Community Street such 
that it shares the same design language as the other 
renovated community-used floors. 
Design Concepts: 
Continui ty of the framework. 
The module becomes a part of the new building 
form. It is a framework spreading out across the 
major axis to form a secondary axis. This frame 
also makes up the facade of the plaza and the 
grand stair. 
F r a m e w o r k 
The grand stair and glass 
canopy emphasize the major 
axis, which is Centre Street, of 
the site. It also preserves the 
continuity character and 
penetrating vision of this 
spine. The grand stair is a 
portion of the spine. It is also an 
outdoor exhibition space for the 
community. 
Continuity of the same module 
The new designed buildings are parts of the 
Community Street that they also help to make up the 
Community Street facade. They share the same 
language, which is the module of the new additional 
layer on the other existing buildings along the street. 
This time, the layer is not simply an attachment but 
becomes a part of the new building form.. 
\ r ~ Lecture Theatre Gallery 
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Soften the hard edge. 
Similar to the other 
part of the transition 
layer, the framework 
carries on its role to 
soften the hard edge 
of the buildings. It 
encourages outward 
looking sense and 
spatial extension 
from the interior to the 
exterior space. 
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space. Perspective view: the outdoor exhibition ； 
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Perspective view; the plaza. 
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7,1 Interviews with Local Residents 
When designing for the community, interview with local 
residents is important because through the interview, 
the residents will reveal what they need and how they 
feel about the community. Deeper understanding about 
the community and closer relationship with the 
residents, who are the end users of the design, are 
important to a designer，who is an outsider to the 
community. 
Questions to Ask: 
1 What kind of community facilities eg. Market, community 
centre, open space do you use during your daily life? 
2 Do you think the community facilities are sufficient or not? 
What kind of facilities will you suggest to establish if there is 
insufficient? 
3 What activities will you fo when you stay inside the 
community during leisure time? Eg. staying at home, going to 
the park, meeting with friends, shopping, etc.? 
4 Do you have any comment on the public leisure space 
inside the community? Eg. Accessibility, scale, greenery and 
furniture, etc.? 
5 What kind of activities will be held for the residents during 
leisure time and festival? Eg. festival ceremony, mid-autumn 
festival event, etc.? 
6 Have you got any impressive experience and story about 
SaiYingPun? 
7 How do you think about the neighbourhood of the 
community? 
8 Do you want to move out if you have a chance to live 
outside in a better environment? 
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Mr & Mrs Wong，old couple, have lived there for 12 years. Mr Chan, old man, have lived there for 50 years. 
The community facilities are old and not enough, esp for 
children and elderly people. Government pays little attention 
to the community. We go to the market and park everyday but 
seldom join the elderly centre because there is not so many 
activity and event for the elderly people like us. Sometimes, 
they will organized Hong Kong one day trip, however, we 
seldom join. 
Sometimes, we go to have morning tea with friends. Besides, 
we enjoy to have a walk around the district after meals. 
The surrounding environment has little tree and greenery. 
The park is good but too far from our home. 
Sai Ying Pun gives us a peaceful and safe impression. There 
is no big incident and crime occurred. We enjoy living here 
and the neigbourhood relationship is good and happy. They 
all are our old friends. 
We choose to live here because the living density is low and 
the supportive and traffic facilities are good enough. 
However, the leisure space and facilities still need to 
improve. Besides, the district lacks a big shopping and 
recreational place and therefore we have to fo shopping 
outside the district. 
I seldom go to the King George V Memorial Park because the 
place is too crowded with students and maids. Besides, most 
of my friends like gathering at Hollywood Road Park and 
therefore, I like to go to there even 丨 have to spend 1 to 2 
hours to walk from my home after lunch. 
The public facilities are not enough and there are too many 
cars and roads inside the district. The community welfare is 
good esp. to the elderly people. 
I sometimes join the community activities during leisure time 
such as going to the community centre meeting with the 
social worker to express my opinions about the community. 
Besides, I always go to the market to buy food or just have a 
walk. 
Elderly life is quite dull and simple and I think the community 
facilities are good enough to me. Besides, Sai Ying Pun is a 
calm and peaceful living place with low crime rate. My old 
neighbours live everywhere that I feel the district is a good 
place to me. I enjoy living here even my home is so small and 
old. 
M 
Mr Chan, old man, have lived there for a few decades. Mr Lee, middle-aged man, have lived there over 45 years 
I go to Hollywood Road Park everyday to meet my friends 
there. I take a walk slowly to the Park after morning tea at Sai 
Ying Pun. I chat and play chess with friends there. 
I seldom use the community facilities and take part in the 
community events. The community welfare and health care 
services aregood to the elderly people like me. 
Sai Ying Pun gives me an impression of low crime rate and 
quiet. The neighbourhood relationship is good. I will not 
move out from here because I get use to the living style and 
pace of here. Besides, it is difficult to make friend in new 
place if I leave here. 
Everyday, I go to the market and King George V Memorial 
Park with my wife. The escalator of the market is not 
convenient as there is only upstair escalator. Most of the 
users in the Park are student and outsiders. There is only 
one park in the district. The Western Park near the coast is 
too remote. I prefer those big landscaped garden of the new 
housing estate because people can get there easily as it is 
just outside the building. Besides the market and park, I 
enjoy morning tea with family or friends at the Chinese 
restaurant. 
I seldom go to the community centre because I need to work. 
The District Board and community organization will hold 
some festival activities like mid-autumn carnival at the KGV 
Park. 
There should be a library for us because the closest library 
from here is the Shek Tong Tsui Library. However, two 
markets in the district seems to be too more such that there 
are many vacant store inside the market. 
The Sai Ying Pun living pace is slow and calm. Its impression 
to me is good and safe. The neighbourhood relationship is 
better then the new housing estate. This is the population 
density is low in Sai Ying Pun such that it is easy to meet and 
make friends with surrounding neighbours. Besides, most of 
the people live here and work here. The opportunity to meet 
is higher. This good sense of neighbourhood make the place 
safe as we always help each other. 
I enjoy living here because I have lived here for a long time. It 
is too hard to give up my friends, my sentiment of Sai Ying 
Pun. 
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